
What kind of information and knowledge will your K-3rd grader learn? 

ARTistic Pursuits Kindergarten and Elementary; One method incorporating 3 modes of learning the 

subject of art.   

1. Information leading to Skills in using art materials (see how it’s done through video 

instruction) 

2. Knowledge learned (through seeing and understanding more of art and art history) 

3. Experiences gained (a variety of concepts are explored and various locations in the child’s 

environment are used for greater impact and retention of knowledge) 

Engaging information that a child can understand is the first step to gaining the skills needed to 

make art. Our six-minute videos are perfectly suited to children this age. Knowledge is retained 

when it is connected to a positive interaction between adult and child, as we provide the text for you 

to read to your child and discussion questions on each masterwork. Experiences go a step deeper to 

cement the knowledge as sight, sound, feeling, and emotions are activated while making art with a 

variety of materials in a variety of locations.  

 

Where does your K-3rd grader end up after completing the K-3 program? 

After completing the program, even if in part, your child will be confident in their abilities to handle 

all of the main types of 2 and 3 dimensional art mediums (appropriate for this age), will attain a 

higher level of craftsmanship, will use creative and unique approaches to their artwork, will have 

greater focus and work on projects for longer periods of time, no longer draw with stick figures but 

show greater dimensionality in their subjects. They will be confident when asked to draw an actual 

object that is set in front of them, to draw a portrait from a mirror, to draw subject from a 

photograph or in real life. They will not worry about mistakes in their art or be self-critical. They 

will display a broad knowledge of art history and be able to identify many works of art and recall 

important contributions certain artists made to the world of art. Understand art as an expression 

of ideas of cultures, countries, groups and individuals. Apply and use these ideas as a way of 

expressing their experiences and family culture in their own unique works. Become more observant 

and take notice of the natural and man-made world. Will add more details and dimension to their 

work through the natural process of gaining greater awareness of what they see. Enjoy making art 

and desire to learn more.    

  



What Will your K-3rd grader find in each volume of Volumes 1-8?  

  
 Information and 

Skills  

Knowledge Learned 
 

Experiences Gained 
 

Volume 1 
Introduction 
to the 
Vocabulary of 
Art 
(Masterworks 
from a 
variety of 
periods and 
places) 

Your child gains the 

skills needed to paint 

with watercolor 

crayons, handle a brush, 

control the water, and 

mix colors. Children 

learn to use oil pastels 

and proper handling of 

scissors as they cut, 

fold, and manipulate 

paper to make 2 and 

3-dimensional art. 

Children are introduced to 

what artists do and see 

through the common words we 

use in art. They learn that 

artists compose, imagine, 

observe, and communicate their 

ideas to others through art. 

They see shapes, form and 

texture. They see the subjects 

commonly used: landscapes, still 

lifes, animals, figures, 

portraits. This book will have 

them talking art. 

Art class offers varied 

experiences as children take a 

look at their home, imagine a 

special event, go on a nature 

walk, find people at work or 

play, look outdoors, look at 

pictures of animals with four 

legs, look at outdoor textures 

and shapes, look in home for 

three objects, make figures 

from blocks, draw a figure, 

look in a mirror, and more.  

Volume 2 
Ancient 
Cultures, 
(Cave art to 
Roman 
Empire early 
100’s AD) 

Your child gains skills in 

working with soft 

pastel and paper 

mosaic techniques. 

Skills are developed in 

working with air=dry 

clay (similar in feel to 

clay used in a potter’s 

studio) using the 

following methods: slab 

building, pinch method, 

pinch pot, and animal 

figure.  

The story of how cave art in 

France was discovered, human 

statue from Jericho in the 

Near East, Minoan culture and 

art, Egyptian murals in home 

and pyramid, Mesopotamia city 

wall carving, Greek pillars and 

pots, Etruscan wall paintings, 

Roman statue, carving, mummy 

portrait, mosaic, and catacomb 

painting are artistic 

expressions of ancient cultures 

that your child will discover.   

New experiences continue as 

children look at photographs 

of cave art, draw a large 

picture upright on a wall, 

draw on pavement outdoors, 

press into a clay slab to 

draw, draw silhouettes, paint 

a face from a photograph, 

make creature mosaics with 

painted paper tiles, and draw 

an idea or belief using 

imagination. 

Volume 3 
Middle Ages, 
(500 to 1300 
AD) 

Your child learns the 

skills of paper weaving, 

cutting shapes within 

and without shapes, 

adhesives, collage, 

stitching with plastic 

needle and yarn, 

weaving with yarn, 

binding a hardcover 

book, and relief art as 

they create objects and 

pictures that resemble 

the diverse and unique 

arts of the middle 

ages. 

Children learn that  artists 

(craftsmen) used a wide 

variety of materials such as 

metal, glass, stone, paintings 

on wood and vellum, book covers 

with jewels, tapestries, and 

textiles. Your child will see 

medieval illumination, 

Byzantine mosaics, Gothic 

panel painting, Romanesque 

altarpiece, treasure binding, 

Eastern Orthodox iconography, 

Gothic glass and architecture 

and gain greater knowledge of 

what art of this age was all 

about.    

Children experience creating 

works of imagination including 

creatures, animals, and 

human forms. Explore ideas 

such as compassion (helping 

others), telling good news to 

another creature, making art 

describing a chivalrous word, 

telling of a past event, 

creating a story (with 

beginning, middle, and end), 

drawing a creature from a 

verbal description by another, 

making a 3-dimensional 

statue in a Gothic or 

Romanesque arch. 

 



   Information and 

Skills  

Knowledge Learned 
 

Experiences Gained 
 

Volume 4 
Italian 
Renaissance 
(1200-1500) 

Your child learns the 

watercolor techniques 

used with pan sets: 

proper handling of 

brush, controlling water 

flow, lifting color, 

washes, color mixing, 

edges, resist technique 

with oil pastels. Other 

skills taught include 

how to use: fresco, oil 

pastels, and scratch 

paper art. This book is 

primarily painting 

instruction.  

Your child will learn how the 

Renaissance began and what 

influences propelled the push 

for realistic painting through 

stories. Stories featuring the 

major artists of the period and 

their art are told is ways that 

appeal to children while 

emphasizing the main point 

the artist is remembered for. 

Connecting the artist’s goals  

to ideas your child can relate to 

and experience in their own 

lives is at the heart of each 

story. Cimabue, Giotto, 

Ghirlandaio, Leonardo da Vinci, 

Michelangelo, Raphael and more 

are covered.  

Children broaden their 

experiences with art when 

bending figures to show 

emotion, designing a calendar 

page, exploring symbols,  

painting a strong person (an 

idea), coloring a collagraph 

relief print, noticing the 

background or what’s behind 

the figure, using the 

Renaissance idea of window, 

drawing a favorite family 

activity in scratch, and 

engaging the imagination to 

exaggerate (foreshortening).  

Volume 5 
Northern 
Countries, 
Renaissance 
to Realism 
(1500 to 
1850) 

Your child learns skills in 

printmaking techniques 

including: two types of 

monoprints and relief 

prints in one, two, and 

three colors. Charcoal, 

watercolor and oil 

pastel resist 

techniques are also 

demonstrated and will 

become a part of your 

child’s skill set.  

Your child will learn the stories 

of the great masters North of 

Italy. They will hear childhood 

tales of artists: Bruegel, 

Durer, Rembrandt, Rubens, 

Cuyp, Van Hysum (Dutch flower 

painter), Vermeer, Fragonard, 

Turner (English marine 

painter), Millet, and Corot 

(French landscape painters). 

Each artist’s story features 

what he is remembered for 

having accomplished in the 

progression of Western art 

history. As your child’s 

knowledge expands, so will his 

desire to explore new reasons 

for making art.  

A variety of visual experiences 

are had when looking closely at 

a small section of ground, 

creating a snow scene inspired 

by life or the artist’s 

painting, using figure and 

ground relationships, drawing 

from plastic animal models, 

examining leaf shapes, 

selecting warm or cool color 

schemes in art, painting live 

flowers, painting a portrait 

using high contrast of skin 

and background, making profile 

paintings, drawing a landscape 

picture of something seen 

outdoors, painting a landscape 

with people, and building a 3-

D collage.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Information and 

Skills  

Knowledge Learned 
 

Experiences Gained 
 

Volume 6 
Impressionism 
(1850 to early 
1900’s) 

Your child learns 

gouache painting 

techniques, with round 

and flat brushes. Skills 

are gained in each of 

the three types of 

sculpture: carving 

(taking away or 

subtractive method), 

modeling (pulling from 

one piece and adding 

on), and constructing 

(an additive method).  

Stories of the unique artwork 

of a group of men and women 

who changed the way the 

world saw art are told in ways 

that your child can connect 

with. Children relate easily to 

Impressionists. Children will 

gain knowledge of both the 

painting and sculpture by 

artists: Manet, Morisot, 

Caillebotte, Monet, Pompon, 

Rodin, Degas, Renoir, Pissarro, 

Cassatt, and Bartholdi. 

Children learn how modern 

technology made working in 

plein-air possible for the first 

time.   

This book gives children 

opportunities to try their 

hand at both painting and 

sculpting. Experiences include: 

Draw yourself or a family 

member, paint an activity 

that you see people doing, 

paint a rainy day scene, make 

a series of paintings using the 

same subject, paint 

reflections, carve an animal, 

model a figure in clay, paint 

fruit, dab colors, paint 

yourself and a pet, construct 

an animal with an armature, 

construct a figure with an 

armature.   

Volume 7 
Modern Art 
(1870’s to 
1970’s) 

Your child learns acrylic 

painting skills using 

acrylic craft paints 

with brushes of 

different sizes and 

shapes. Sculpture 

techniques are 

demonstrated in foil 

modeling, assemblage, 

plaster cloth over an 

armature, found 

objects, and relief 

sculpting in modeling 

clay. Animated flip book 

is demonstrated. 

 

Post Impressionism leads the 

way to Modern Art in this book 

about men and women making 

modern paintings and 

sculptures. Language used to 

describe the way artists 

painted help children 

understand the kind of great 

exploration happening on the 

canvas; Cezanne’s “building 

blocks” of color, Van Gogh’s 

“ribbons” of color, Seurat’s 

“dots” called pointillism, and 

O’Keefe’s modern “BIG” style 

are just some of the ideas your 

child will explore and remember.    

This book gives children 

opportunity to try their hand 

at both painting and sculpting 

using modern, more simplified 

ways of representing objects.  

Assignments are explorations 

in intuition and fun! 

Abstraction is introduced as a 

way to explore colors and 

emotions. In a cubist collage, 

children break apart a 

portrait to make work based 

on shapes. They use bright 

colors in an expressionist 

painting, the limited colors of 

Mondrian, geometric shapes of 

Bruce, and more.  

Volume 8 
American Art 
(1750 to 
1950) 
(Yes, Modern Art 
and American Art 
overlap in time 
periods) 

Your child learns 

drawing skills with 

graphite and colored 

pencils. Drawing the 

edge, making a smooth 

line, finding light and 

dark areas, building 

layers in color, using a 

ruler and a compass are 

skills your child will walk 

away with in 

preparation for more 

advanced drawing 

instruction. 

Artists chosen for this book 

are realists, drawing and 

painting objects we can see all 

around us every day. Children 

learn about American artists: 

Copley, Davies, Peale, Audubon, 

Homer, Henri, Weber, Ufer, 

Peto, Demuth, and Burchfield. 

These artists were chosen for 

their unique and identifiable 

styles. Your children will learn 

that not all art looks the 

same, even when painting 

objects that we see.    

The subjects suggested in 

this book give children a wide 

variety of seeing experiences; 

children are asked to draw a 

group of food items from the 

kitchen, a stuffed toy, a 

plant, a house, a photograph 

of a song bird, shadows, 

buildings, animals at the zoo 

or at home, and more. Children 

will make art by directly 

observing the subjects found 

in their world.  

 


